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SUBJECT: JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SUIT AGAINST SOUTH AFRICAN SUGAR LOBBY 

REF: STATE 170859, 

1 . SUMMARY: WHILE PRESS TREATMENT HERE OF US JUSTICE DEPT 
SUIT HAS SO FAR BEEN RESTRAINED, QUESTIONS HAVE EMERGED 
IN PRESS OVER ITS NATURE AND PURPOSE..EMBASSY REQUESTS 
FURTHER DETAILS ON JUSTICE DEPT. ACTION. END SUMMARY 

2. THE JUSTICE DEPT ACTION AGAINST THE SOUTH AFRICA 
FOUNDATION AND SUGAR ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN TREATED IN 
FAIRLY DISPASSIONATE WAY SO FAR. IN TAPED INTERVIEW ON 
SABC, SA FOUNDATION DIRECTOR CHETTLE RESPONDED NEGATIVELY 
TO QUESTION OF WHETHER SUIT WAS POLITICALLY MOTIVATED AS 
PART OF USG CAMPAIGN AGAINST SA. 

3. CASE HAS NOT BEEN RAISED WITH US BY ANY SAG OFFICIALS 
EITHER FORMALLY OR IN PASSING. 
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4. TABLOID THE CITIZEN DID INCLUDE A DISTORTED ACCOUNT 
OF SUIT AS PART OF ITS STRIDENTLY ANTI-AMERICAN SERIES 
(FULL TEXT IN JOHANNESBURG 1881). AN ARTICLE IN SUNDAY 
TIMES OF JULY 24, WHILE GENERALLY EVEN-HANDED, NOTES 
THAT "AN UNUSUAL FACET OF THE SUIT IS THAT IT IS SOLELY 
AGAINST THE SOUTH AFRICAN LOBBYISTS AND DOES NOT CITE OR HOLD 
LIABLE ANY OF THE CONGRESSMEN NAMED." 
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5. CITIZEN ARTICLE MENTIONED ABOVE MAKES FOLLOWING CLAIMS 
AMONG OTHERS: (A) US DEPT. OF JUSTICE HAS RIGHT TO EXAMINE 
ALL OFFICES AND FILES OF INFORMATION SERVICES, EVEN IN HOMES 
OF STAFF; (B) IT IS A MISDEMEANOR IN US FOR ANY FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENT TO INVITE ANY US SENATOR OR CONGRESSMAN TO TRAVEL 
AS ITS GUEST. 

6. WE ALSO NOTE THAT ACCORDING TO POST ARTICLE, JUSTICE SUIT 
SEEKS ONLY TO FORCE SA REPRESENTATIVES TO DISCLOSE ALL 
DETAILS OF THEIR LOBBYING HERE. 

7. REQUESTED ACTION: WOULD APPRECIATE FURTHER CLARIFICATION 
OF OBJECTIVES OF JUSTICE SUIT, WHETHER IT IS LIABLE TO 

LEAD TO PROSECUTION, AND WHETHER CLAIMS MADE IN CITIZEN 
ARTICLE ARE ACCURATE. WHILE SITUATION HAS NOT SO FAR 
NECESSITATED US TO DISCUSS CASE, WE WISH TO BE IN POSITION 
TO REFUTE ANY MISSTATEMENTS AND DEAL WITH ANY OFFICIAL INQUIRIES. 
BOWDLER 
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